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son as 1 had pubfiſtd 7b * 
to the Prophecies of Monfteary Ma! 
rion, I went back again into the 

| 4 Cemhtey: But before I left the 

Tei „I deſired one of my Friends te 

ſend me an Account of any farther Pro- 

grels this Myſtery of Iniquity might make. 

Several: aſſured me,; that this Matter 
would ſoon fall of itfelfl. Some por me in 
mind of Gamaliels Advice, ba. Les 
theſe Men alone ; for: gf this Counſel, e bh 

Work be of Men, it wil come te night 4 | 

but if it be of Goa, ye! cannot overt Mom it. 

Others thought it impaſſible, that bur 

_ ſhou'd ſuffer itſelf to be a 


ny longer 
fort of Re by theſe Strün 
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rs. But ſuch 
nings as: thiſe, 2 fiot at all 
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(a) 

ſet me at eaſe in this Matter; I well knew, 
whatever Gamatie! might fancy, that there 
are ſeveral Projects contrived by Men, 
which are. not. yet come to nought; and 
*twete very eaſie to bring Inſtances enough 
of this, were there any need to prove it. 
My own Nation, tho?, for the Honour of 
it, Tam aſham'd to ſay ſo, is as liable to 
be put upon as any other; and Iam very 
ſorry that I am able to produce ſo many 
Proofs of it. Nothing I had yet heard 
advanc'd upon this Subject, was ſufficient 
to cure me perfectly of the uneaſineſs I 
had upon me, and thereſore I thought it 
wou'd be the beſt way, to deſire my Friend 
to keep this Eye-upon theſe Prophets, and 
to inform me exactly what he cou'd learn 
farther concerning em. He writ me word, 


ſome ſew weeks after, that theſe pretended! } 


Prophets had given qut, That they ſhould 
very quickly have the Gift of Miracles. 


Nay, that, they. boaſted, That they had 
already wrought ſome. I perceive then, A 


ſaid I tammy; ſelf, they are now ſatisfied, 
that their Affected Poſtures, and Extatick 


'- Motions, are not enongh to prove the Di- 


vigityz of. their. Miſſion. Unuſual Effects 
arecapt:ito ſurprize People at the firſt ſight 


of em: This Supprize impoſes. upon their 
Underſtandings;, 3zan8d makes em believe, 


that there is ſomewhat Super- natural in 
theſe Things, but by little and little, boy 
HY: HER: oon 
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( 3 ) 

ſoon cone to themſelves, and having had 
time to look into theſe Effects, they ſee 
clearly, that they are all Juggle and Im- 
poſture- To prevent this Diſcovery, our 
new Prophets promiſe Miracles, and try 
to work em. ?Twill be worth our while 
to enquire, whether what they call Mira- 
cles deſerve that Character? I dare be po- 
ſitive, we ſhall find it to be nothing but a 
Miſt caſt before our Eyes. 

As I was walking one day in my Garden, 
I had in my hand a Collection of the 
Lives of Famous Men « Tr by chance 


upon the Life of Apollonive Jyanæus: After 
I had look'd a little into it, Ha! ſaid I, 
here's my Mathematician! If I cou'd be- 
lieve the Doctrine of Tranſmigration, as 
2 Apollonius did, I ſhou'd be apt to fancy, 


that his Soul had paſs'd into the Body of 


1 that ſame Virtuoſo, who has made all this 
noiſe with his Prophets. There is indeed 


qa wonderful Reſemblance between em. I 
had deſired my Friend to obſerve the Ma- 
I chematician very narrowly, who, as I had 


heard, was the chief Spring of theſe Pro- 
phetick Motions, and by this means TI 

came to know what a ſort of Man he was. 
found by the Story I was reading, that 


Apollonius was a Philoſopher, who liv'd in 
„the firſt Age, that he was a Man who ſet 


up for a Cenſor, and Reformer; if you'd 
belieye him, he was a Genius above the 


(4) 
common Level of Mankind. He cured | 
Diſtempers that were incurable ;. He knew 
all the Languages of all the Men in the 7 
World, nay, and that of Birds too: He 
pretended to know the Thoughts of 'Man's 
Heart, and to foretel future Events. He 
boaſted that he knew every thing ; was a 
Man very reſerv'd, liv'd four years with- 
out Speaking: Exceeding abſtemious, but 
ſo proud, that being ask d in his Voyage | 
to the Indies, that he wou'd pay the uſual. 
reſpeQ to the Image of the King of the Par- 
tbians? he reply'd, He whom you adore wil! 
be too happy, if he does but deſerve that I ſbou 4 
praiſe him. Nay, he had even the bold- 
neſs to accept the Compliments of thoſe 
who treated him as Gd. 
Men of ſuch a Make are often of great 
Uſe in Politicks. People ſoon faw. Apoloni- * 
uss weak Side; they gave him as much 
Incenſe as he pleas'd ; and this was enough 7 
to fix him in the Intereſts of Nerva,: againſt 7 


Domitian, whom he was otherwiſe no more 


fond of, than he was of Nero; againſt 
whom he had ſet up the Intendant 
E. i 
Damis, one of Apolloniuss Confillents, 
writ the Wonders of his Life. Thefe Me? 
moirs of Damis, fell, I know not by-what 7 
accident, into the hands of Julia, the Wife 
of the Emperor Severus. The Empreſs, an 
hundred years after Apollonias's 9 | 
CCC ness 
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theſe. Memoirs into the hands of Philoſtra- 
tus, who made a Romance out of em. His 
delign was to pleaſe, and knowing that 
Julia was devoted to Apollonius, he ve 
much embelliſh'd theſe Memoirs of Damit, 
and drew the Character of this Philoſopher 
to the utmoſt Advantage. He was no way 
ſparing of Miracles, to add a Luſtre to the 
Life he was writing; and, upon the Cre- 
dit of Damis, or rather of Philoſtratus, Apol- 
lontus had for a long time Divine Honours 
paid him. ; | 
Don't let me hear therefore any more of 
Gamaliel's Opinion, That if this Work be of 
Men, it will come, to nought, Tis true in- 
deed, the Projects of Apollonius, or his Fol- 
lowers, were at laſt defeated, but not till 
they had diſturb'd the World for many 
Ages. Hierocles, at the beginning of the 
fourth Age, perſecuted the Church. He 
was a Publick Governor, and tho”, as ſuch, 
3 he ſhed a great deal of Chriſtian Blood, 
pet it may be ſaid, that he did ſtill more 
- 3 miſchief, as an Author, than as a Governor. 
Ne cull'd out of the Scripture all thoſe Paſ- 

ſages, which had any the leaſt appearance 


: of Contradiction, and out of theſe Mate- 
; Z malsmade a Book, by which he pretended 
dd undermine the Authority ofgthbſe Wri- 
ting on which we build our Faith. Bur 
the Work of which he Triumph'd moſt, 
t Was chat in Which he made a COP 
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of Jeſus Chriſt with Apollonias. Philoſtras 


tus his Apollonius work'd' Miracles, Upon 


this Foundation Hierocles advances this Ar- 
gument; © Your Jeſus did Miracles: Be it 
* ſo; this is not enough to prove that he 
© was God. Apollonius Tyanens did Mira- 
« cles as well as he. All we conclude from 
« thence, is, That he was a Man beloved 
« of the Gods, Your Jeſus had no Hiſto- 
& rians, but a few illiterate. Perſons who 
« told Lies in his Fa vour: Whereas our. 
“ Apollonius had Maximus, Damis, and Phi- 
4 ſloſtratus to Write his Hiſtory, Men who 
4 had no ordinary ſhare of Erudition.: 
This Argument, manag'd by a dextrous 
Sophiſter, might well enough puzzle a com- 
mon Underſtanding. It coſt Euſebius ſome 
pains to anſwer it. I find in my Collecti- 
on, that even after Apollonius had loſt his 
credit, ſeveral Authors were under a Ne- 
ceſſity of ee, theſe Sophiſtical Rea 


ſonings of Hieroclen. There are ſtill extant 
proots hereof in Lactantius, St. Auſtin, and 
others. Apollonius, as much decried as he 
is, is to this very day ſerviceable to the Li- 
bertines, who urge the ſame Argument. 
»Twas with this that the Author of the 


Oracles of Reaſon, undertook. to Write 


Comment upon Philoſtratus. As little a. 
way as he Went in that W ork, tis plain, 
his whole Deſign was tos take occa ſion 
irom Apollanius to Burleſque! the Chriſtian 


(97 
Religion. True indeed it is, that if any 
one will make uſe of his underſtanding, 
he'll plainly find, that there's no manner of 
Compariſon between him and Jeſus Chriſt. 
Apollonius, with his Damis and his Maæi- 
mus, ſupported an hundred years after by 
Philaſtratus, is no more to be compar'd to 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Evangeliſts, than a 
flaſh of Gunpowder is to the Sun. The 
Expreſſion wont be thought too ſtrong, 
after you have weighed the Motives of Cre- 
dibility that are to be met with on each 
Side. There is however, ſome ſort of an 
Handle from the Story of Apollonius, to 
frame an Argument Sopiſtical enough to 
perplex Men of weak Capacities. 

After I had made ſome Reflections upon 
this Story of, Apollonins, I ſaid within my 
ſelf, that nothing ſurely ought to be neg- 
lected in the firſt Beginnings of theſe My- 
ſteries of Iniquity, and that they who frame 
'em, wou'd be very well pleas'd, if the reſt 
of the World would Reaſon as Gamaliel did; 
they'd ſoon find their account in being let 
alone; the Mathematician, who has built 
ſuch mighty Projects, upon the pretended 
Inſpirations of the three Cevennois, deſires 
no other Favour, Do but let him alone, 
A after he has once eſtaſtabliſh'd/thgir Credit, 
3 hell put whatever he pleaſes into. their 
Mouths, aud make 'em work Miracles + 
True or falſe, it matters not; no Body ſhall 
At. queſtion 
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89 
queſtion em. Dams and Maximus ſhall Write 
the Memoirs of em: The Mathematician him- 
ſelf ſhall be their Hiſtorian; he ſhall relate 
—— s quite otherwiſe than as they hap- 
; he ſhall ſwear by ev'ry thing he "4 
hes moſt ſacred, that he neither adds nor 
diminiſhes a tittle: He ſhalt find People 
who wilkfwear as he does, ſome of em 
againſt their Conſciences, and others out ko 
meer Credulity: And theſe Memoirs, as 
they are deliver'd down from one Genera. 
tion to another, will have ſtill freſh Addi- 
tions made to 'em, as they chance to paſs 
thro' the hands either of the Libertine, 5 
of the Enthuſiaſt. Lis this that frighiten 
me, that there is behind the Curtain a Ma: 
thematician that plays theſe Puppets. If 
the three Cevennois were the only Per ſons 
concern'd in this Matter, it wou'd not ha ve 
given me much diſturbance, the World 
would ſoon have known em for what they 
are, and the common Contempt, or the Pub- 
lick Juſtice of the Nation, wou'd quickly 
have obliged'them either to have fled out of 
E Kingdom,” or to have hid themſelyes'in 
Tis the Mathematician, I own, that 
ſtartles me; he i — 6 — 4 Man, and Has 
al the Fearutes pollonius. £ 
I comp 1 4 Account my Friend tent 
me, with ah: Fhad obſery?d in my Cot | 
le&ion, and I thought I faw clearly this 
Reſemblanee; but for fear I'ſhou'd be mi- 
nolfto c ſta ken, 
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cha if 2p nce, to as WI ether bac wives 1 
this i 10 fo 6 75 dangerous to 
tod liberal of one's Praiſes upon. 13 egg. 
ſion; tis of no uſe, but t to miſlead our Ma- 
thematician into an opinion, that he ſecs: 


farther and more clearly than the reſt of 


Mankind, and that he has a right to find 


(10) : 
fault with, and to reform every thing. He 
has entred himſelf in the Temple of A/ 
culapius, and there pretends to have learnt 
rare Secrets, of Sovereign Uſe for the cure 


of thoſe Diſtempets that are incident to Hu- F 


mane Bodies. Hold, faid I to my Friend, 
you forget who you are talking of; inſtead 
of giving me his Hiſtory, you give me that 
of Apollonias, an Abridgement of whoſe 
Life I have been lately Reading. No, no, 
fays my Friend, I never thought of Apollo- 
nius; J have in my mind tha t Philoſopher, 
who has made ſuch a buſtle with the three 
Cevennois, He himfelf has been dabling in 
Phyſick, and would be rhought to have 
made mighty Diſcoveries: Don't you re- 
member what I havealready told you, how 
much he valued himſelf, for having found 
our 2 Medicine for the cure of all Diſtem- 
pers? Perhaps I {hou'd ſpeak more proper- 
ly, if I ſaid he had bought it. I have been 
told, twas this way he came by the know- 
ledge of this mighty Remedy. However 
he came by it, Idon't think *tis of any con- 
ſiderable value, becauſe I don't hear that 
the uſual Practiſe of the Phyſicians is much 
leſſen'd by it. I won't diſpute but that 
the Mathematician may know a great many 
fine Secrets an Phyſick; he has x 0 had a 
fancy for Rarities; he never neglected an op- 
portunity of prying into thoſe Effects of Na- 
ture which lie moſt out of the way. Willins 


| 3 ) 
did not underſtand Mechanicks half ſo 
well; nay, his Curioſity has carry'd him in- 


to the Shops of Handycrafts-men, to fur- 


niſh himſelf with the knowledge of Arts- 
Manual. The Watchmakers, they ſay, 
are obliged to him, for the great Improve- 
ment that has been made in their Trade. 
He has, it ſeems, got the knack of Drilling 
Rubies, and even Diamonds themſelves, 
that they may hold the Pivors of the Watch, 
which makes the Motion more certain, than 
if they were lodg'd in any Metal, which 
time quickly wears away, : | 

He 1s acquainted alſo witha great many 
other Curiofities, I'll tell you a Story by 


and by, whereby you'll find, that he pre- 
= tends to _underitand more than fifty diffe- 
rent Languages. | 


— 


Once more, ſaid I, behold my Apolloni- 


inn 
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applicable as *tis to Apollonias. — Seeing 
my Friend a little uneaſie, to be ſo often 
interrupted, Excuſe a Man, faid I, I be- 
ſeech you, who has been lately reading the 
Life of Apollonius. I thought I ſaw him 
plainly, in the Character you have been 
eo ine me. Lou are a little miſtaken, ſays 

e, for I never heard it ſaid, that he whom 
you take for Apollonius, ever pretended to | 
underſtand the Language of Birds: But in 
lieu of it, he is acquainted with, a Jargon 
every whit as difficult, that of the Cabba- 
liſts, Upon this ſcore he pretends to know 
every thing, andeven to be able to foretel 
things to come. He has alſo another rare | 
Secret, however he came by it, which .ſe- 7 
veral People have heard him talk of, and 
that is, a way of Perpetuating Mankind, 
without the help of Women. All the 
World laugh'd at Paracelſus, when he 


o 


firſt ſtarted this whimſical Project. Our 


Philoſopher talks of it with the utmoſt 
Gravity, as of a thing that is very poſſible, 
I'll nndertake, that if he can bring this to 
bear, nothing elſe ſhall be impoſſible for 
him to do, Your Apollonius never did any 
thing like it. But you'l bethinking of | 
your Apollonizs again, When I tell you, that 
our Mathgmatician is Referv'd to, the laft 
degree. He has the Faculty of being three 
or four hours together in COmpany, wWitkh- 


„* * 
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( 13.) 
he has a mind to it, he can talk as well as 
2 other People; but very often he diſdains to 
mix in Common Converfation. — You'l 
tell me, here's a piece of Pride, exactly 
Apollonian! And when I tell you farther, 
that he is very Abſtemious, and that there 
was a time when he weigh'd what he eat, 
here too you'l fancy you fee Apollanius. I 
am willing to bring you back ro your Fa- 
vorite Idea, having reproached you, it may 
be alittle too freely upon this Head. 


Since you give me leave, ſaid I, to re- 
turn to my firſt Thoughts, Fll make no 


difficulty to ſay, that one ſeldom ſees two 
Perſons between whom there is ſo near a 

Reſemblance. Apollonius was a medler in 
State Affairs; Nero and Domitian were ap- 
priz d of it. I don't know but our Mathe- 
23 matician may at laſt turn his Thoughts to 
Foliticks: Perhaps he had ſome reaſon for ' 
making Marion ſay, That God would bring 
77 about ſtrange Revalutions in theſe Kingdoms. 
This is faid ſo often, and in ſo many diffe- 
rent manners, that one ſees plainly he was 
; reſolv d to have it taken notice of: But tis 
3 all diſguis'd under the Name of the Holy 
5 Spirit. We live in a Country where Men 
have liberty to ſay what they pleaſe. At 


SL a4 hd a 4 OO * 


4 


the bottom, Lam not fo much aſCaid of our 
7} Mathemavican's Politicks, as J am of his 
4 Deligns upon Religion. I told my Friend 


the. 
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EE 
the Concern I was under upon this account, 


and deſired him, if he cou'd, to give me a 


a ſtill more minute Account of the 
Perſon who had given me all this uneaſi- 
neſs. f * 5 n 


What I have told you hitherto, ſays he, 
may perhaps ſeem too general: I have till 3 
ſome Particulars behind, by the help of 


+ „ tis FA 


which, you may be able to frame a more 


exact Notion of him. You know he for- 
merly ſtudied Divinity; he appear'd at Ge- 


— 


N. 


neva among the reſt of the Candidates for F 


the Sacred Miniſtry. I never heard whax 


it was that put him out of humour with I 
that Function. Sometimes People are not 


_ poſſeſſed of thoſe Talents that are neceſ- 


fary to raiſe em to ſo high a Station as they 


aim at: And, to Men that ſeek their own * 


Glory, this may be reafon enough for their 


laying aſide the thoughts of that holy Pro- 


feſſion, that they are not like to meet with W 
all that applauſe which other Men have ac-. 
quired in it. Others there are, who leave 
off the ſtudy of Divinity upon other Motives: 


I never yet met with any one, who cowd 


£8 
F 
_ 
4 
"8 
E. 


tell me what that Motive was, that weigh fr 
ed moſt with our Mathematician. What- #1 


ever it be, like moſt other Deſerters, he is 
become the Enemy of that Divinity he has 


- 


quitted ; from that moment heh 


with his Arms in his Hand. 
3 8 The 


1 


he has declared Þ 
War: againſt it, and, Iam afraid, will die 


( 


(15) 


1 guing, A nd look'd upon every thing as falſe, 


Feople reaſon, to believe, that he has not one 
mumosem Dir . jo 


* / 1 6 ) - | 
jot of Religion: we find inltances of this ih al J 
the places he has paſs'd thro'. Sir R. B. and 
Mr. L--y, muſt have a good deal of Charlty, 4 
ifthey are fatisfy'd with his telling em, 26 
ouly for the ſake of C onder ſat ian that T tdla' 44 
this rate. There is no judgin of any Man' 's | 
Opinions, if this Excuſe be admitted; L 
A Freath Minifter preaching one day 4 at 1 
the Hague, liad occaſion to ſpeak of the*va- 
felt of Human Sciences, and among the 
of that of the Mathematicks. Among 
orker things he faid, The were not of any. 
great uſe toward mating Men virtuous, and i 
were not therefore of that great Dnportance fame 4 
People were apt to fancy em. Our Mathema- 
tician happen'd to be preſent. at this. Dif- 
courſe ; jealous. of the Honour of is fa vo- . 
rite Science, he ſwore, that Al che Mini. 
ſters ſhould repznt of this. This Story ne 
has often told himſelf. Has he been ever 
ſince this time a meditating new Schemes, 
for the over-türning of Religion, and ord 
he never till now meet with a favourable 3 
opportunity of putting his Deſigns i in ee. 
cution ? Or did he mean no mote by his 
chreatning, than that for the time to en, 
he wou'd not do theſe Miniſters the Honour 
of being®rheir Auditor? Tf thi s Were 5900 
meaning, he has kept his“ , or at les 
has very ſeldom brolte it, Allt ( irigs, 1g F 
theleſs, continue as tliey „ lg gion {till 
h 


ſubfilts i in ſpight of him, and his abſence'ls} 
ot 


(17) 

not much laid to heart, in any of our 
Churches. He threatens the Miniſters, 
* that they ſhall repent: The ſevereſt threat- 
ning which : theſe Men cou'd denounce 
JF againſt him, wou'd be, that he ſhall not 
T repent: But they are good-natur'd People, 
and are far from wiſhing him in ſo wretch- 


* 


ed a condition. 


rr * 


* 


I perceiv'd my Friend ſomewhat mov'd, 
as he was informing me of theſe things, and 
I was afraid leaſt, out of his great Zeal 
againſt our. Mathematician, he ſhou'd go a 
1 little off from the Point. I want Facts, ſaid 
I, we'll make our own Reflections on 'em 
gat our leiſure. Have you diſcoverd any 
. thing elſe ? Yes, without doubt, reply'd 
my Friend. Thavelearnr, that here in this 
„Kingdom, he has got the knack of being al- 
_ 3 ways of the ſame Principles with the Com- 
& Fpany he is in. Among ſome People ” he 
FF makes no ſcruple of owning himſelf a Di- 
„ ſeiple of Spinoza. Does he fall into the 
Company of the Socinians He wou'd die 


e a Martyr for Socinianiſm. Does he meet 
with good honeſt Men, who are for keep- 
ing cloſe to their Catechiſm? he aſtoniſhes 

am, by the Doubts he raiſes concerning the 
r Holy Scripture; and in his Explication of 
is rheſe Doubts, ſo amuzes dem, that they 
4 7 ſcarce know. Where they are; ® When he 
1. puts on the-Air-'of .Good-nature, and Ho- 
lg neſty, you'd think Sincerity it ſelf ſpoke 
es D mW 


* 
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owe of his Mouth; and that he had no other B 
defign but to inform and to fave. Mankind. 

Ifthis be his Character, ſaid I, hell: ſoon 
encreafe the number of his Followers. 
Thoſe who wiſh well to Spmaza's Scheme, 
will declare in favour of him, and aflift him 
in his Defigns againſt Religion. The Socinians 
taking him to be a Perſon of their Senti- 
ments, will think themſelves very happy, 
that they have ſuch a Man at the Head of 
dem; and as ſor thoſe whoſe Faith concern- 
ing the Divine Authority of the Holy Sori- 
ptures, he has ſhaken, he will be almoſt 
able to lead em which way everche pleaſes. | 
At firſt, that he mayn't ſhock 'em, he'll be 
content to make em Sociniuns; after that, 
heil carry em greater Lengths. In Truth, 
ſaid I, this Mathematician, as you deſcribe 
Him to me, is a very dangerous Perſon; he 
is much worſe than Spinor a himſelf: 1 at 
1mpious Writer appear'd openty, and with- 
out, diſguiſe; every Body abhort'd him, 
becauſe every Body faw what he wasadri- 
Ving at. But this Man acts his Part with} 
much greater dexterity, he diſcovers or 
conceals himfets; ſo as he may beſt work 
upon the People he has to do with, Ife he 
'canbut at la{t:convince Men, that tis tlie 
Spirit of God which moves theſe three 
Freuch Mdchines, he will then he in a can 
dition to eſtabliſh Syiaoaa S Creed, with all 
that ad vamtags ö winch peculiar to 2 F 
H mY 5 vVetation 
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ation that comes down from Heaven. 
This, I owa to you, frightens me. But is 
there no poſſibility of bringing him to Rea - 
ſon, by the aſſiſtance of ſome, eminent Di- 
vines? You have no knowledge of the Man, 
reply'd my Friend; he thinks he knows 
more than all of them put together. When 
he has been deſired to have ſome confe- 
rence with 'em, (which is what you ſeem 
to mean) he has ſpoke of ?em with the ut- 
moſt Contempt, and has plainly ſaid, That | 
if any of em ſbou'd ſet a Foot within his: Dooxs, 
e wou'd drive them out again with diſgrace: 
And no one cares to be us'd at this rate., I 
tell you nothing but what he himſelf muſt 
own to be true, if he had one jot of Since- 
rity: But ſince this is not à virtue for his 
purpoſe, I dare not appeal to him himſelf: 
Ican only ſay, that this I ha ve been aſſurd 
of by Perſons of the beſt Credit. 
Could you think that ſuch! a Man as. this 
ſhou'd ever be choſe for a Tutor? L know 
where abouts you are, fad I; I have heard 
before, that he has been thought fit for this 
Employment. I cou'd never diſcover, nor 
can I yet find out, what there is in him to 
harm People into this Opinion of him. The 
only thing that can be ſaid, is, that they 
did not know him. I lea ve it to others to 
enqui re, Whether a Man wholly taken up 
with his Mathematicks, is a fir Perſan to 
bring young Gentlemen acquainted Wich 


2 the 


5 
the World? *Tis to be fear'd, that under 
ſuch a Guide, they muſt needs make a great 
many falſe Steps, in a Country where Peo-— 
ple don't conduct themſelves by Geometri- 
cal Demonſtrations. But that which gives 
me tlie moſt pain; is to ſee a young Gentle: | 
man put under the care of a Governor, whe 
has no other Religion but his Mathema- 
ties. Tis with the deepeſt Concern, that 
T behold our Noblemen and our Gentlemen 
no more careful than they ate, to what 
ſort of Governor they commit the Educa- 
tion of their Children. They feldom trou- 
ble-themſelves to enquire whether he has | 
true 'Senſe of Religion, if he has Friends, 
or knows a lietle öf the World, he is fir 
enough to make a Governor; and under 
his 'Fuition the young Gentleman is to gd 


thro! a courſe bf Impiety, - for the ſpace of 
three or four years. Tis eaſie to foreſee 
What mult be the Conf&@uence of this: 
Phe poor Gentleman habing loſt all thoſe 
Ideas of Religion Which he once bad, de- f 
livers himſelf over to his Paſſions, at an 
Age when they are moſt boiſterous, and ſo 
returns from his Travels, throughly fur- 
nifh'd With every thing that is peceſſary'to | 
make an accompliſh'd Libertine. Some- 
times indeeg, by the help of a good Natural 
Diſpoſition, or by the extraordinary Inter- 
' poſition of Divine Grace, one or two Per- 
i ſptis may perhaps get the better of this dan- 
7: nm” * os on 
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gerous Temptation, but this happens but 
very rarely. All Men are, in my opinion, 
ſo much concern'd in Intereſt, to give their 
Children the advantage of a good Educa- 
tion, that they can't be too circumfpe& in 
their choice of a Governor. The firſt 
queſtion that ſhouid be ask'd, is, Whe- 
ther he has a juſt Senſe of Religion; 
other Advantages are not of near ſo great 
Importance. PTis poſſible indeed to be de- 
= ceiv'd even in this Caſe. Our Marhema- 
tician plainly diſguiſed himſelf, when he 
pretended to lay open all his Sentiments ; 
he had got the trick of ptit ting on whatever 
Form of Religion he pleas'd, and ſo coud 
eaſily enough impoſe upon the World. 

= Some time after this, he {ct np for a Ca- 
Zbaliſt, and ſome were apt to fancy that he 
had too much Religion, rather than too 
Wittle, ſince ſuch ſort of Pretenſions astheſe 
ſeem d to carry in him an Air of Superſtiti. 
Jon. We have a Maxim im Philoſophy which 
is applicable enough to the Caſe before us, 
He that proves too much, proves nothing. A 
Man who has bid defiance to all Religion, 
Nrous on a ſuddain wand'rous fond of the 
Cabaliſtical Art; diſcovers thoſe things in 
che Scriptures. which no. Body elſe can ſer 
here, and finds Mountains of Sciences in 


- Force deſpiſed. This over- acting of his 
n 


Frery Syllable of that Book, which he be- 


Part” 
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Part is very much to be 1 
Mind of Man does not go ſo faſt 
Extreme to another; it looks all like Deſig 
and Axtifice. They who have a mind 


ed; othg 


deceive themſelves, will ſay, The Man is 2 


an Enthuſiaſt; we. muſt pardon him thefe 


little Ravings. But others dra ſrom hence 
very different Inferences, and think they ſee 
clearly in this neu Jargon, a ſtudy'd Affe- 
ation, much more dangerous than an open 

and avow'd Deſence of ny. However, 
iven himſelf, 
Way, for a 4 
more fa vourable Reception of the Play — 


by theſe Myſtical Airs he has 
he has very artfully prepared t 


is now acting. "No Bod 
3 by him, if at t 


* cou'd ſhave 


—— then ſeen, that his To 
his Heart did not 0 
ſſtudyich the — 2 

hy the help of a few: Princip 


from one | 


. 
opagating Spinozas Error ad 
e he thingy 8 All the. World 
ngue and 
gether, but he has 
he Gabbols, and, 
es, of which he 


* 


does nut believe one Sylhz ha 'has miſled | 


ſome s feople into an Opinion, "that he has 
found out a ſort of a Plufoſopher's Stone, for 
this underſtanding of the Scriptures: For, 
yon muſt know, tit he vends his Merchan -- 
diſe wich all the Aſſurance of the molt der- 
tebank, and with an Air of Gra 


tous 


i Mνuhidh is very apt to deceive; a great 
; manygopd honeſt People have been! 7 


hy u. Thi f tur mad 
upon hy it, This it is that made wa 
— Mb N upon his new Office, of — 
ing Secretary to theſe Frophets. Men ad- 
mired the Piety he ſhews, in attending 
em with all diligeace, and with his Pen al- 
ways in his hand. They ſay, What ſhou'd 
hefollow-?em for, if he did not believe em? 
A Philoſopher, as he is, wou'd not proſti- 
tute his Character to attend upon theſe 3 
poor Refugees, if he were not fully ſatisfied 
that they were truly Inſpired. There are 
but few indeed that reaſon after this man- 
ner; moſt People, who throughly know the 
Man, are from hence the more confirm'd 
in their Opinion, that this is all an Impo- 
ſture. They obſerve, it is not natural for a 
Man of his Principles, and his Pride, to 
make himſelf a Slave to theſe three Ceven- 
4 vos; and from hence they conclude, That 
it is not put of a Principle of Piety that he 
. WF follows them; they think rather, that theſe 
are very heavy Machines, when he does; not 
move 'em. His preſencè 1s abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, to put em into ſuch a motion as can 
give any the leaſt ſatisfaction to the Lookers 
Jon: He's ſure to be always behind the Cur- 
am tain, if it happens that his Machines are 
An way gur of order, he ſets em to rights 
ra again; if his Actors chance tq forget 
ent thing of:theic Part, he is ready to 1 850 
oo. the defect, by the help of his Pen: He writes 
{ed down What they never ſaid, and what 7 
Ie S 


_ ks wind to have em ſay; If you aslt 
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them the meaning df any of their Inſpira- 
tions, they'll tell you . A5k Monf ſeur 
ſach 4 one, he underſtands that better * w. 
do. Sometimes the Secretary takes the li- 
berty to an ſwer theſe Queſtions, before he 
is ask d em; the concern he is under, for 
fear his People ſheu'd ſay too much, puts 
him under a Neceſſity of preventing their 

Anſwer; he is eh upon the Watch on 
this ſcore. 

I tell you nothing but what I have had 
from Perſons of the beſt Credit; ſeveral of 
our own Nation have aſſur'd me; that he 
has always taken upon him to anſwer thoſe 
Difficulties which they have ſtarred to the 
Cevennois, and I domt doubt but that the 
French have made the ſame Obſervation. . 
Ne ſhou' d let the Inſpired ſpeak for them- MW 
felves, if he wou d perſwade us that he has Wh 
no ſhare in their Inſpirations. Tis impoſ- . 
ſible to alledge any rhing againſt this, ien [ 
has the ſhew of an Anſwer. f 
But ſome w hat perhaps may be urg d, to a 

a 
e 
0 


veaken the Force of theſe Arguments, which 
ſeem to ſhake the Credit of the Secretary. 
It may be faid, That tho he had a mind to 
impoſe upon the People, yet tis not in his 
Power, ſiece he is not the only Perſon that 
writes down their Prophetick Warnings, 
and ſince tis their cuſtom to compare to- 
gether all which each of tlie CO 

ave 


r 
have writ apart. But this Argument is of 
no manner of weight; for we ſay, that for 
the moſt part, the Secretary has before - 
hand taught his Prophets their Leſſon ; ſo 
that what he writes after em being noth- 
ing elſe but what he had before dictated to 
em, the concurrence of all the Secretaries 
is of no force at all, to juſtifie him againſt 
the charge of Inſincerity; ſince theſe Pro- 
phets aſcribe the DiQates of their Secretary 
to the Inſpirations of the Holy: Spirit. 
Sometimes indeed they ſpeak . rt their 
own Head, nor is there need of any aſſi- 
ſtance to ſay an hundred and an hun- 
dred ſuch Things, as they are often 
heard to ſay from time to time. If 
their Memory happens to fail 'em, or 
if by any other accident they ſhou'd chance 
to ſay an odd thing or two, *tis but having 
recourſe to the Collections of their Secre- 
taries, and all will be well In theſe Col- 
lections there are always ſome Blanks to be 
fill'd, and ſometimes à Diſpute has ariſen 
about the filling em; one ſays one thing, 
and another another; but our Mathemati- 
eian always carries it, and adds to, or blots 
out of theſe Inſpirations w, hatever he pleaſes. 
There are thoſe who will tell him to his 
Face, that they have ſeen him, with a Ma- 
Wgziſterial Air, eraſe three whole eee 
he Minutes of the two other Secretaries, 
ho they writ at the ſame time with him. 
4 ; / E | | 8 They 
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They were ſomewhat angry at this, but 1 


they were forc'd to ſtrike Sail, and to be 


content to have it thought, that they had 


added three whole Lines of their own Head; 


t was to no purpoſe for *em to affirm, that 


they had writ nothing but what they heard, 


the Correction was not to be diſputed; # 
and this makes it plain, that, at the bottom, 
tis much the ſame thing as if our Mathe- 


matician was the only Secretary. 


Here I itop'd my Friend, to tell him, that 2 


J had obſerv'd a thing in Mr. L--y's Prophe-. 
cies, which ſeem'd to have ſome reſpect to 


this Secretaryſhip; 'tis in the 
the twelfth of Jaly laſt ; one {> 


lent of writing a good Hand. No, ſays my 


Friend, thoſe Words relate to the Senſe, | 
rather than to the Character. I am not yet | 
fatisfied, ſaid I, with this anſwer: I agree | 
with you, that this promiſe ought to be un - 
derftood concerning the Senſe of what is to | 
ut Iam ſtill at a loſs to know, | 


be writ 5 " F 
whether Mr. Lacy's Spirit promiſes his Bro- : 
] 
[ 


ther the Gift of writing good Senſe, or of 
writing Elegantly, or of writing the Truths a 
| 6 


inſpiration of | 
ces there, that 
the Spirit of Mr. L--y, promis'd him and his 
Brother the Gift of Writing; and by the | 
Marginal Note it appears, that the Mathe- | 
matician is that Brother; ſo one wow'd gueſs | 
by the Letters one ſees there. Now I wou'd | 
fain know what is here meant by this Gift 
of Writing ? without doubt it is not the Ta- 


(27). 
The Mathematician has a long time pre- 
Z tended to have his ſhare of good Senſe, and 
ol Eloquence, and it cannot be deny'd, by 
XZ what has yet appear'd of his, but that there 
is ſome ground for his pretenſions. Does 
the promiſe:then relate only to the Gift of 
writing the Truth ? Indeed he has need of 
it, but how is this to be reconciled with 
What he has been all, this while writing, 
even to this day? Will it be ſaid, that he 1s 


not yet poſſeſs d of this Gift that has been 


promis'd him? But then, if before this he 
had not the gift of writing ſincerely, what 
muſt we think of all his former Relations? 
lou have not yet hit the Mark, ſays my 
Friend, the Gift of Writing ſignifies in this 
place, the Gift of writing in his own Cloſet 
whatever he plea ſes, and every thing which 
S falls from his Penh, ſhall be receiv'd as the 
1 Oracles of God. Vou encreaſe my Fears, 
ſaid I, the Mathematician will from hence- 
forward pretend, that his Books are ſo ma- 
ny Goſpels. If he can but once perſwade 
the World, that he is actually Endow'd 


r with the Gift that has been promis'd him, 
we ſhall then be in great danger of having 
all Religion over-turn'd. Hitherto this 


Projector has been under ſome reſtraint, he 
? has dictated to his Prophets every thing of 
any moment that they have ſaid ; this gives 


| F him ſome trouble ; he has taken the liberty 


do rectifie, as he calls it, rhe Minutes of his 
f | E 2 _ »Fellaw 
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Fellow-Secretaries,or, as they ought rather 
to be called, of his Clerks ; however he 1s 


at preſent yp to have ſome regard to 


*em : Be they the moſt. abje& Creatures in 


World, who have the leaſt Senſe of Honour W 


that's poſſible, yet they will never endure 


to have the Lye perpetually given em, un- 


der the name of Corrections. The Mathe- 


matician will be now no longer under thſe 


Reſtraints, he will have the Gift of Writing; 


we ſhall ſee all his own wild Notions 


cloat h'd with the venerable Name of the 
Holy Spirit; the Title of his Books will be, 
a Treatiſe upon ſuch or ſuch a Subject, writ- 
ten Under the operation of the Holy Spirit. 
25 not fear ſo dangerous a Strata- 
Sem? . cl 


Lou have writ me an account of ſome 
other Particula rs, which I ſhou'd be glad 
you wou'd repeat, that we may make our 

Reflections thereupon. I remember you 
inſiſted pretty much upon the great care our | 
Mathematician took, to correct or explain 


his Prophets, and your deſign was to con- 


vince me, that it was he himſelf who was, 


in truth, the Spirit that Inſpired 'em. 


If Jam not miſtaken, reply'd my Friend, 
J told you, I had been poſitively aſſur'd, 
that C he of the three Prophets who 
makes the moſt noiſe, had declared, that 
he did not underſtand what it was that the 
Spirit made him ſpeak. It is not I that ſpeat; | 


he 
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he was. us'd to ſayi I have ſo little ſhare in it, 
that I don't know what it is that I ſay in my In- 
Þ pirations; nor do I remember a word of it after 
it & over ; if no Body was to tell me what Thad 
Aid, I ſbou d know _ Fit. By this means 
he impos'd upon ſome few People, who,with< 
Jout ever examining the matter, declar'd, 
that it muſt needs be ſome: one elſe who 
poke by his Mouth. This trick was of ſome 
Nuſe to him, but it involv'd him nevertheleſs 
in great Difficulties. C— boaſted, that 
he had had-an Infpiration in the bottom of 
Dungeon, where he was» all- alone, and 
reported what the Spirit had ſaid to him. 
ow come you tu tnom this, lays forme Body to 
im, ſince yog tell us that you don't underſtand 

4 word that the Spirit ſpeaks. hy your Moutb, aud 
hat jou can remember nothing of it? C— 
ad not a Syllable to ſay in anſwer to this 
W)bjection. - One might have objected far- 
her, and have obſerv'd how abſurd it is, 
to ſuppoſe that the Holy Spirit ſhou d ſpeak 
o a Man who is uncapable of underſtanding, 
Wim. The Style of the pretended Inſpirations 
uns thus, 1 tell thee, my Child, I command thee, 
y Child, fear not, my Child, We ſee here 

he Spirit addreſſes himſelf to the pretended 
d, Prophet, whom he calls his Child. Now 
Fan any thing be more ridiculoys, than to 
at Walk to a Man whom one has made Deaf? Tis 
he Is if a Maſter ſhou'd firſt ſtop the Ears of his 
; Pervant, and then give him his Orders. But 
he the 


knew how to ꝓutithe beſt Face upon the 


enough for very large Memoirs: No Body 


three or fqur times aday, make uſe of ſuch 
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main difficulty is this; ſince the pretended 
Prophets know nothing of what the Spirit 
fays by their Mouth, tis eaſie to forge theſe "i 
Inſpirations, and the Secretaries, Men ſub-. 
ject to error, may make the Spirit ſay what- 8 
ever they pleaſe. Theſe Difficulties were 
ſo conſiderable, \:that the Mathematician, 
with all his ſubtilty, cou'd not tell how to 
extricate himſelf out of em. He was forc?d 
to make his Prophets change their note, and 
fay,; that they had-ſome ſort of an Idea of 
what they had Propheſied, ſometimes more, 
fometimes leſs diſtin ; fo that upon the 
reading of what had been written from 
their Mouths, they could very well diſtin- 
guiſh what they had, and what they had not 
faid.,. Tho? this did not perfectly remove all 
the Nifficulties that had been ſtarted, yet 
it was enough, in the hands of a Man who 


\ 


Traſh he was to put off ( | 
Iwill give you till farther Proofs of his 
dexterity. There had been Collected by 

the French, ſome Materials toward com- 
piling an Hiſtory of the Morals of the three 
Ceven uois 7 they. had furniſh'd out matter 1 g 
0 


impure Organs to preach Repentance, and W' 
to denounce againſt Sinners the juſt Judg- 
ments of God. What we know of the An- l 

| 3 BL; cient 


cou'd imagine that the Holy Spirit ſhou'd, 


—_—_— 
cient Prophets gives us a quite different Idea 
of the methods of the Holy Spirit of God, 
With this Prejudice about one, *tis ſcarce 
poſſible to believe, that in theſe our 705 
God ſhou'd chuſe, for the extraordinary Mi- 
niſters of his Word, Men who ſtill ſmell of 
that ſtrange Fire, with which they have, at 
other times, burnt. Such a Difficulty as 
this is enough to perplex an ordinary Ma- 
thematician, but this of ours has his Expe- 
MNaients for every thing. When this Obje- 
ion was ſtarted, he cou'd not deny, but 
hat one of his Prophets at leaſt had given 
Woccaſion for it ; but then he ſaid, that the 
ntient Prophets were not perfectly Holy, 
nd that the Adultery of David was a Proof 
If this. You can't conceive how much this 
tt Wnoſwer revived the little Congregation , 
o Wuficiently frighted with the apprehenſion 
f having their Prophets attack'd, on that 
ide where they lay ſo open. I find, ſaid I, 
What a very ſlight anſwer ſerves with ſome 
eople, to remove a very terrible Objection; 
Wor if it can be prov'd, that ever ſince they 
Wave pretended to be Inſpired, they have 
till liv'd in a State of Libertiniſm, this So- 
Jution of the Mathematicians can never 
ggcreen 'em from the indignation of the Peo- 
ch le, who, whatever he may ſay, gvill never 
nd e perſwaded that the antient Prophets 
rere Libertines; and who well know, that 


, 
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E wo x . o | * 
* ho David fell, yet it was before his Fall, 


PIERS if, 4 3 
or after his Repentance, that he diſcharg'd 8 
the Office of a Nopbet Let it be but well 
prov'd, that the three Cevennois are, or have 
been Libertines, and 'twill be to no ur- 
poſe to talk of their being Inſpired; the 
World will never believe that they have 
any thing Divine in' em. I confeſs to you, 
Tam ſomewhat ſurpriz'd, that the French, 
who are particularly concern'd to give us 
all the light they can in this Matter, have 
not yet publiſh'd theſe Memoirs which they 
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of Men, an ill Opinion of theſe pretended 
Prophets, and that they are not, at the bot- 
tom, ſo black as they have been repreſent- 

ed; for why ſhou'd not you diſcover their 
Crimes, if you know'em? = 
Here my Friend ſtopp'd me ſhort, and 

faid, I have my ſelf propos'd this Difficulty 
to a Frenchman, and he anſwer'd me, TI 
not for want of Matter that we have been ſilent 
upon this occaſion, we have indiſputable Proofs 
to make good every thing that we have ſaid 7 E 
theſe vile Impoſtors, but we don't care to be the 
occaſion of a Controverſie between them and thoſi } 
Perſons who are acquainted with their Irregu- v 
larities. If any one happens to heve ſpoke-i of 8. 
em, and this comes to their Ears, he is ſure to 8 
be threatned, and theſe threatnings, how impo. 
tent ſoever, are yet apt 70 make an impreſtin$ 
upon Tradeſmen, and upon every one elſe pen 
CONE low 
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= love their eaſe : Beſides, we are now leaſt of all 
concerned in this Affair. We Frenchme n ar 

= quite ſick of this Maſquerade ;, ſome of us have 
retreated without making any noiſe, others have 
publicly avow'd, that they have repented of 
3 their Credulity. I don't find that theſe Impo- 
= ftors get the leaſt ground among us; thoſe of our 
= Countrymen who ſtill follow 'em, wou'd be 


BY aſhamed of their numbers, if they were not kept 
in countenance by you Engliſhmen ; the MI 
chief has ſpread chiefly among you ; tis your 
d L aſineſs to put a ſtop to the growing Contagion. 
5 l cou'd not but think that this Frenchman 
d had ſome little colour of a pretence for this 
r. his Plea; but methoughts it might be till 
1 farther ſaid, That if theſe Memoirs of theirs 


ZW were enough to ſatisfie our Nation, that all 
this noĩiſe owꝰd its firſt riſe to a parcel of Liber- 
rines, there wou d then be no need ofany other 
gmerhod to ſtop the courſe of this Miſchief; 
Wand may we not reaſonably expect, that 
© theſe Strangers whom we protect with ſo 
W much Charity, ſhou'd contribute all they 
aan to our caſe and quiet? I parted with 
my Frenchman ſomewhat cooly, by which 
Ihe ſaw that I was not very well fatisfied 
-— WRAY 
) with his excuſe. If he had given me any 
Wrcaſon to believe that he had deſign'd to 
Eo on with his Memoirs, whſth, in my 


7 Ppinion, wou'd be of great Service, I wou'd 
„% ve help'd him to one Fact which I 


F Wou'd 


wou'd have have deſired him to have in- 
ſerted. ; ö 

There was a certain Nonconformiſt Mi- 
niſter, who, for a good while, had a very Þ 
favourable Opinion of theſe three Cevennois; 
whether it was out of Charity or Creduli- 
ty it matters not, he was very well pleas'd 


1 
1 


with their Viſits, and was a witneſs of their 
Extaſies. One day one of *em being under 
great Agitations, was all over Sweat, and 
had his Hair tangled : Aſſoon as he had 
* play'd his Part, he retired into another 
Room, where a good comely Youth was 
helping him to diſentangle his Hair; on a 
ſuddain, another ſort of Inſpiration ſeiz'd i 
the Prophet. The young Man, who had 
not Faith enough tor this, fled away from | 
him, and made his complaint to the Mini- 
ſter. This is a thing that wants to be ſet 
in a true Light. What they ſay, is, That 
the young Fellow is a Banterer, and loves 
to make Stories. But ever ſince this acci- | 
dent, he has diſappear'd, and the Miniſter i 
has taken a civil Leave of the Prophet. This 
Fact, well clear'd, wou'd deſerve a place in | 
the Memoirs, which I ſhou'd be glad to ſee 
publiſh'd; for, in my judgment, ſuch a 
Collection wou'd do the molt of any thing, 
toward difmounting all the Engines of our 
Mathematician; no Body cou'd ever be- 
lieve, that the Holy Spirit wowd make ſo 
ima choice of his Prophets. — 
I have 
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I have been already inform'd, — 
Mathematician is of great uſe to theſe Pro- 
phets, and that he is always at hand to bring 
em out of all their ſcrapes. 

If they have unluckily mark'd out the 
preciſe Time in which God ſhall diſplay his 
Judgments, and, after that time has been 
expired, have been put in mind of their 
miſtake, their never-failing (Commentator, 
makes em ſay, that Days, in their Style, 
ftand for Years. Pharaoh ſhall fall in a few 
Days, I tell thee, my Child, in a few Days 
thou ſhalt depart from this Country. When it 
has been objected, that this is not yet ful- 
filled, tho? there have ſeveral Months paſs'd 
ſince it was firſt foretold, the Mathemati- 


cian has anfwered, Poor ignorant People ! 


Don't ye yet know how to compute after the man- 
ner 7 the Prophets? Tho' he ſhou'd have 
occaſion to turn theſe Days into ſo many 
thouſand Vears, this wou'd not at all em- 
barraſs him; for, ſince God has declard'. 


that 4 thouſand years are in his fight but as one 


aay, he wou'd, by the help of this Princi- 


ple, have a pretence in readineſs to ſalve the 


Honour of theſe Predictions. This being 


the Caſe, tis in vain for us to demand that 


they wou'd fix ſome certain Time for the 


accompliſhment of their Predictions, that 


ſo we may judge, by the Evefit, whether 


they come from God. They do but Banter 


us when they talk of Weeks, or Months, or 
F 2 Years ; 


* 
N 


| 
| 


Tears; we flatter our felves, that we ſhall 


forerold > But every Body being now fatisfi- 4 
ed that there is nothing preter-natural in 


* 
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live long enough to ſee theſe Prophecies ful- 
filled, and when the period foretold is juſt if 
at hand, or we fancy it to be ſo, then they 
talk to us of a Prophetick Calculation of 
Time. If by chance any thing falls out 
which has the leaſt reſemblance to what 
they ſoretold, they cry out preſently, Dia i 
not we tell you of this beforehand? Then their 
Time ſhall be reckon'd according to the 
common Computation. Don't you re- 
member how the Prophets and their Friends 
triumph'd ſome Months ago, when they 
ſaw the great quantity of Flies that fell in 
ſome parts of this City? The City had been 
threatned with the moſt terrible Judgments 
by theſe Prophets; by good luck, it all 
ended in a little ſhower of Flies. This 
Phznomenon, tho? it be not altogether i 
new, is yet ſomewhat rare, and in that 
ſurprize which it occaſioned, it was natu- Wl 
ral enough for ſome People to think of what 
had been foretold, If it had been any thing 
conſiderable, to be ſure they wou'd have 
aid, Behold the accompliſhment of what we 


it, they have recourſe to their old diftin- 
Aion between Prophetick and Natural 
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There is one inſtance, ſays my Friend, 
in which this diſtinction will do 'em no Ser- 
vice: The Spirit had foretold ſomething 
which was to be accompliſh'd in three 
Weeks at fartheſt: Before this time was 
expired, we were to ſec God Raining down 
terrible Judgments upon the City of Lon- 
don. A Man of good credit went to the 
ZE Mathematician, and ſaid, Sir, here is à re- 
Port, that your Prophets, about ten days ago, 
eve foretold, that in three Weeks there jhall 
ppear ſome viſible Sign of the Divine Vengeance 
gainſt this City: Now, pray Sir, what do 
0 underſtand by theſe three Weeks? are they 


ſo earneſtly. 
I deſired the Mathematician that he wou'd 
ell me ſome Circumſtances ofthis approach- 
Ing Judgment; he anſwer'd; That the 
re week before, the Spirit had ſaid to one 
i. BS -- | : cc of 


(38) 
9 ef bis Prophets, My Child, the Heaven 
ſhall be as clear as it is now, at the time when 1 
will pour down my Judgments upon this City; 3 1 
all of a ſuddain the Air ſhall be cover'd with 
chick darkneſs, 

The Mathematician added, as his own | 
private Opinion, That he beliey'd this 
might be ſome contagious Diſlemper, 
« which wou'd be general, but that the Re- 
« fugees wou'd have a greater ſhare of j it 3 
than other People. F 

All the little Prophetick Aſſembly ex- xz 
pected with great impatience the expira- | Z 
tion of theſe three Weeks; the one and twen- 
tieth day they loolgd upon as the critical 
Day, at the end of which they ſhou'd be 
able to judge of the Miſſion of theſe Pro- 

phets: And twas indeed a critical 5977 I 5 
in another Senſe than they meant it; for 
ſince theſe Prophecies were not fulfilled up- 

on that day, this ought to convince all choſe 
who took *em as Heavenly Predictions, char 
they were groſly miſtaken. 

T cou'd never hear what they alledg d af. lf 
ter this, to retrieve the Credit of their Pro- 
phets. N othing can be plainer: it can't he 4 
ſaid that they meant Prophetick Weeks, or 1 
that God, mov'd by the Prayers of his Chil-& 
dren, had kept back his Arm. Theſe two 
excuſes are out of Doors, after they ha ve 

made God explain himſelf upon this ber 
there n. 
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there is no room to ſay any thing, but that 
this Prediction did not come from him. 

I remember one Fact more, which they 
have very unfortunatly put to the account 
of the Holy Spirit. The Mathematician, 
as he had been inform'd by his Prophets, 
told a Gentleman, That the Miniſters of the 
Savoy went ſuch a day to the Queen, to 
beſeech Her Majeſty that ſhe wou'd put a 
¶ſtop to this Affair; and that the Queen had 
return'd 'em an anſwer which cover'd **m 
„with Confuſion, Well, ſays the Gentle- 
„man, and have you enquired whether this 
be ſo or not? No, fays the Mathematician, 
r have no doubt of it, ſince the Prophets 
have told me ſo; the Spirit inſtructs them, 
0- Wand I deſire no other Voucher. The Gen- 
at tleman admired the Faith of the Mathema- 
or FW ician, and made a ſtrict enquiry at Court 

Foncerning the Truth of this Story, where 
e was aſfur'd, that upon the day they had 
mentioned, there had been no one French 
Miniſter within the Gates of the Palace, I 


ai- now ?tis the common method of theſe 
ro Monſieurs, that when they have the leaſt 
be hint of any thing, they foretel it in their In- 


of Wpirations, to make the World believe that 

ail they know every thing; but for this once 

Woßßzthey were deceiv'd. © 

ave I can't for my heart conceive, {aid I, how 

ter, n Man of any Spirit can, for ſo long a time, 

ere act the Part which this + hes 
acted. 


E 
acted. I'll tellyou a Story, fays my Friend, 
which will ſatisfie you, that he will do ot 
ſay any thing. One day a very honeſt Man, 
ſom what vex'd with the ſight he had of theſe 
Prophets, 1n a certain Houſe in Red-Lyon- 
ache came and addreſs'd himſelf to the 
lathematician, who, he had been told, was 
a Man of Learning, and at the ſame time 
a great admirer of theſe Prophets, whoſe 
words he had ſeen him write with a 


great deal of care. Aſter ſome Compliments 


had paſs'd between em, he ſaid, But Sir, 
did you never doubt of the Sincerity of theſe 
Men? Yes, fays the Mathematician, I have 
had ſome doubts, and that which chiefly 
occaſioned em, was, that Monſieur Fage 
ſometimes talk*d ſtrange Languages in his 
Extaſies; I was told the very words them- | 
ſelves, and I found that they were for the i 
moſt part Monoſyllables, which made me 
think that they were Chzzeſe, or ſome other 
Oriental Language; after I had examin'd 
em very nicely, I found I knew nothing of 
**m. This ſtartled me; I ſuſpended m 
opinion. Fage in one of his Extaſies fad, 
That the next time he ſpake, he ſhou'd ſpeak 
an unknown Language. I follow'd him 
cloſely, that I might not miſs the opportu- 
nity. Sometime after this, Fage was in an 
Extaſie in a good deal of Company, but 
twas an Extaſie in which he ſaid nothing. 
He told me afterwards, with a ſorrowful 
Heart, 
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Heart, that he had offended the Spirit, by 
ſtifling his Inſpiration, and that he had done 
this by reaſon that ſome Miniſters were 
then preſent. I follow'd him into another 
Houſe: Aſſoon as Fage fell into his Extaſie, 
he ſpoke to this purpoſe, My Child, I am 
going to pour down terrible Tudgments upon thy 
Enemies, and my laſt Sentence ſhall be Tring, 
Trang, Twang, Twing, Fling, Flang, &c. 
| Theſe words aſtoniſh*d me, I underſtood 
nothing of em, tho? there are two and fifty 
Languages to which I am no ſtradger. T 
went away very much out of humour, that 
we had been ſo long put upon, both I and 
my Friends. Well, ſays the Gentleman, 
and how did you get rid of this Difficulty ? 
Why I pray'd, I begg'd earneſtly of God, 
that he wou'd direct me whether I ought 
to reject theſe Prophets or not, and I look 
upon the conſtant Inclination which I have 
had ever ſince to follow *em, as an Anſwer 
to my Prayers : Ever fince that time, L 
eſteem'd my doubts as a temptation which 
God permits, for the tryal of my Faith: I 
made alſo this Reflection, that the words 
which I underſtood not, might poſſibly be 
an alluſion to the Cuſtom of the Jews, who, 
in obedience to their Law, never gave more 
than forty Strokes to any Oviminal, and 
twas much about the ſame number of un- 
known words that I heard pronounc'd. 
:Tis very poſſible, that the Holy Spirit might 
| Eo G con- 


(429 
condeſcend to expreſs himſelf in words that 
imitated the ſound of Blows, juſt as a Pa- 
vier by, his Hems keeps time with the Strokes 
of the Inſtrument with which he Faves. 

The Gentleman was not at. all ſatisfied 
with this Explication, and the Jeſs ſo, be- 
cauſe he knew Fage had faid, That that 
Nation which ſpoke. this Language, ſhou'd 
have the Goſpel preach'd to em in a very 
little time. Sometimes, ſays. he, theſe 
Words muſt ſtand. for Sounds, hy which 
the Holy, Spirit repreſents thoſe, Blows he 
deſigns to ſtrike; and at other times they 
muſt be underſtood to be a Nationa] Lan- 
se I don't know how to reconcile all 

This is, ſaid I, the moſt curious, Hiſtory 
yet extant; there needs nothing elſe. to do 
the Mathemarician's buſineſs, it it was but 
a little more known. I will entertain ſome 
of my Friends, who have but a ſuperficial 
| knowledge of him, with the recital of it; . 

they are Men of Reflection, and will not fail Wi 
to make proper Remarks. Several things 
there are that deſerve to be expos'd, but I 
don't care to amuſe my ſelf about em. I 
rather chooſe to enquire of you, whether 
you have diſcover'd any more particulari- 
ties in our Mathematician? I have made 
no enquiry, ſays my Friend, into his Cha- 
racer, but ſo far as it relates to the Part I6 
bas Acted in concert with theſe HN 5 
. have 


(+3 
have however ſome what, behind which may 
ſerve for à part of that Entertain mer 
which you'defign to 1 ſome of your 
Friends. Thave been told, that one of theſe 
Prophets being in an Extaſie, had got his 
Head quite under the Chair: The Mathe- 
matician deſires ſome Body that ſtood by, 
to take the Candle and ſee Whether his Eyes 
were ſhut ; when he was told that he had 
his Eyes open, take away the Candle, ſays 
the Ma thematician, for that may ſpoil the 
Viſion. But he did OB this ſeriouſly, 
 Wfaid 1; Yes, without doubt, reply'd my 
Friend, I have been àſſured that he ſpoke 
with the utmoſt graviey' *that is his Cha- 
rater, he always fays thoſe things with the 
moſt profound Seriouſneſs, which no Body 
elſe can fay without Laughing. In Truth, 
ſaid I, I cou'd not have kept my Counte- 
nance upon this occafion, the Mathema- 
ticiaw's gravity, wou'd have ſpoilt mine. 
„. This Story, ſays my Friend, is nothing, 
in compariſon with chat Lam going to tell 
s vou. Give me leave only to ſay this, that 
1 I tell rt but what I have from the 
I 
r 


firſt Hand; I dont talk from Common 
r Fame, but upon the Credit of Eye - witneſ⸗ 
i- ſes, who are ready to affirm upon Oarh 
e the Truth of what they have tald me; if 1 
- had Hot fo good Anthority, I ſhou'd not 
Imp ſelf Know how to believe what I am 
going to tell you. C——, one of theſe 

4 G 2 | 4 Pro- 
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bur he cou'd not remember what it was 
that he had ſeen, The Truth is, he had 
ſeen nothing. But this does not perplex the 
Mathematician; he pretends that nothing 
can eſcape his Diyination. I am acquaint- 
ed with the Revelatzons, ſays he, and upon 
this he takes his Pen and draws ſeven Cir- 
cles, one within another. This frightens 
me, ſaid I; I have heard that the Magi- 
cians do {trange things with theſe Circles, 
Liſten to what follows, ſays my Friend; 
about every Circle he made a great many 
little Figures, after which he applies him- 
ſelf to the Prophet, and ſays, Did not you ſee 4 
Black Horſe ? Did you not ſee 4 Bay Horſe? &c. 
To every Queſtion the Prophet anſwer'd, 
Jes. And from all this there aroſe a Viſion, 
which the Secretary inſerted in his Regi- 
ſters. Don t interrupt me, I am going to 


ſame Prophet, form'd for Bantering, had 
another Viſion; he had quite forgot what it 
was; but there is nothing can be loſt in the 
Mathematician's Company, he is more 
ſubtle than the Magicians of Babylon, he 
can tell the Interpretation of Dreams, and 
the Dreams themſelyes. All the Prophet 
cou'd ſay, was, That it was the ſame Vi- 
ſion whicfi he had had eight days before. 
I be Regiſters were ſearched, but no Viſiog 
cou'd be found, Oh! ſays the Mathema; 
1 ** | tician, 


tell you another Story of the ſame ſort. The 


Prophets had tal a Viſion in his Extaſie, 
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tician, I remember what it was; was it 


not an Army? Yes, reply'd the Prophet. 
Well, and did it not conſiſt of Horſe and 
Foot ? Yes: And was there not on the right 
Hand ſomewhat like a Rock, and on the 
other ſide a Precipice ? Yes: And was 
there not a General? To all which the Pro- 
het. anſwered, Yes. He was a little em- 
arraſgd, when ſome Body ask d him, who 
that General was? But one of the Sub-Se- 
cretaries ſoon interpos'd, and cry'd, was it 
not the Word? Yes, yes, reply'd the Pro- 
phet, *twas the very ſame. The Mathe- 
matician, with great Devotion, entred the 
Vion, and retired. 
Ihis great exactneſs of his, in Collecting 
every thing that he heard, and ſome things 
that hę did not hear, was rewarded by a 
very ſolemn Benediction, which Mr. L---y 
ronounc'd: the 23 day of Jaly. There was a 
ort Prologue, after which a young Girl, 
pretending to be in an Extaſie, went and 
took the Mathematician by the Hand, and 
obliged him to kneel down upon his Knees, 
before Mr. L—y. Mr. L—y made a a 
Prayer, in which, after Expreſſions of his 
great confidence in God, he made a Pane- 
gyrick upon the Canditate. The Prayer 
being ended, he pronounc'd his, Conſecra- 
tion, in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Never had a 
Prophet a more pompous Miſſion : An bo 
FRET 2 ter 
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tereſt with God; the Phwer of Life arid 


Death; the Gift of Tongues; the Gift of 
Healing; the Gift of diſcerning of Spirits, 
were all conferr*d upon him, nothing Was 
omitted. Thy Prayer to me is a Com- 
mand; thy Word, when I ſee fit, to ſtrike 
with immediate Death; thy Word ſhall 
i be the Call to me; therefore don't ſpare 
nor pity ; was it not my. Comthand, that 
© my antient Iſrael ſhout not ſpare the C4. 
© xauites? Did not I command the Lewvites 
© toexecute my Juſtice upon their bwnKirt- 
.£ dred ? That Command I give every one 
« of my Children, whom I give the Power 
of Life and Death to. Do you think the 
« Bleſſed Spirits, the Saints in Heaven, have 
any concern for their Relations, lying un- 
© der my avenging Eternal Wrath? You 
£ muſt prepare your Souls for the ſame frame 
© with the Saints above, where they ſing m 

« Praiſes, for the Vengeance J ami takin 

now upon the Earth; for have now, yow 
begun, and you ſhall ſoon hear Evidences 
© of it. Ido not inveſt thee only with Pow- 
vers of Terror, no, thou. ſhalt have thoſe 
© placid Gifts likewiſe, to recotntnent thee 
© to the ſofter Minds; I will give thee Elo- 
« quence charming, T will give thee Lan- 
* guages fleent, I will give thee Healing, 4 
$ Poker of diſcerning Spirits, G6. 


Tho? this Commiſſiom ſeems to run in 


very full and large Terms, yet the Spirit of 
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Mr. I, finding that the Secretaries 
had eopy'd it out but very imperfectly, 
judg'd it expedient that he ſhou'd throw 
himſelf into another Extaſie, where he ſaid, 
The > omiſſions that have been On ſhall be no 
prejudice to thee, &c. Without this addition, 
the Mathematician's Patent might have 
been defective; but a Man need not fear 
loſing any thing when he has the Spirit ſo 
near him: No one can now doubt, but 
that the Secretary is become a Prophet; 
nder this Cha rater he may put in practice 
2 thouſand of tliofe fine Secrets he is already 

laſter of, and kill whom he pleaſes. | 
You pretend to laugh, ſaid I ro my Friend, 
and, for my part, I tremble. Now after 
his Conſecration, when the Mathematician, 
ho is ſo great a Maſter of Legerdemain, 
hall have a mind to caſt a miſt before the 
Eyes of the Spectators, they?l preſently cry 
but, 4 Miracle ! notknowing how to diſtin- 
guiſh che Miracles of God, from the Tricks 
of the Mathematician. Theſe SpeQators 
ill ſwear to the Truth of this, or People 
ay believe em upon their bare word. 
Theſe Miracles, by that time they are got 
0 Tork, will be very much enlarged by the 
ay. It C——, whois an admirable Tum- 
ler, happens to fall down threC or four. 
eps without hurting himſelf, *twill be ſaid, 
L hat he threw himſelf from the top of the 
Monument to the bottom; or, That he. 
, F41k'd from Steeple to Steeple, as a Man. 
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I have ſeen out 


em with Money, bis Sg eg u bn Gil be 


ſtrangely enlightne r fudgmnts, the 
Deſer bers wil enn 5 $ what" heyk Wortne 
Cheat, and undeceivè ſuch as had too ſa vo- 
Table an opinion of jt. ': Beſides, Mr. L-, 
by the Books he prints, and the Miraoles he 
pretends to work, lays himſelf ſo very open, 
that he muſt needs, in lit tle time, do his 
own buſineſs, without troubling any one 
elſe to help him; not that I would put him 
into the the number ofthe: French Prophets, 
he is a Prophet of quite another ſort. But * 
I muſt ſay, That what he has publiſhd fbr 
the Infor mation of the World, is a plain proof 
that his Inſpiratious do not come from God. 
I ha ve carefully examin'd em, and whenever 
you pleaſe to command me, will undertake 
to prove, that they are the beſt remedy in 
the World to cure you of your fright. You! 
do me a great favour, ſaid I, for I muſt con 
feſs to you, that notwithſtanding all -you 
have yet ſaid, I can't help being raid 
Apollonius and his Train. S a 
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